M@MM/,
| con't believe i#'s been 15 yeors. Con /vou.7

F's been 20 years since [ joined the nowy and 7 yedrs since ! morried Maorlene.

I'm listering to The bygone doys by Forco Rosso as | write to you now.
Morlene comes From /W/'ss/'ss/pp/,

[ used to joKe to her about Hue Kk leberry Finn, on our dotes

We went to New Orleans (ast summer to visit +he in (Ows.

The time there wos dreodful, her /M/Z/s erozy.

| guess the shorKs ot maosridges are adways the " in lows)

They mode me feel liKe shit, ond reminded me how [l never deserve t+heir
doughter.

[ odready Knew this betore | Knelt down on one Knee. But ouch.
Maorlene soqd don't listen to their crap, it's hord.
ThanK god, we Aad some Olone time together, we listened to jozz and ote

dOMjAVM('fﬁ.

[ love her when she (aughs, but mostly | love her becouse she Knows how +o redd

between +he



lines.

Unele 5obb)/ Aos been reaﬂ/v Jood to us—
Sometimes 0- shoulder to cry on, other times utter Joy awd inspiration.
And he's been a good Friend to dad- since you went Owiy.

5obb)/’$ the jod/&bv%ef of our bM)/.
We noamed her "Lorrosne’ (iKe +he 5019 you written on your Aa/p—

Lod says he con't wait to be with you.

He's sold some of your pointings tor booZe but he never fell in love a404n.
Although, | +think Lorraine mijght be his (ost love.

He wants to live o little longer for her.

Watching football with beer

ond watching Lorraine grow ap oxe Ais two Ffowourite activities these days.

Suzy ond Rosemory ore doing well odso.

Suzy hos a- wite. She seems to be enjoying her lite in the forest.

She's building oo treehonse for Lorraines StA birthdoy. Gut thot's o secref.
Rosemaory's gone to Bulgorio- to Film o docamentory with her boytriend.

We'll be getting together soon-



Moaomo, | /-rul/v believe in time trowelling row.
[ econ still smell your Adar=
[ con still heor you calling me sweetheart and tucking me under the blanket.

Those were good times,

| still Feel your 5/7///%' around.
Lon't Know where [l be deployed next. I's gonno- be devostating.

[ love you. ! love you.

Jeremy,
This s your mother at 22,

| am in between a master's degree, and working Par’c time at a cocktal bar.
Margarita and | are painting dishes and watching sunsets-

But we've both. seen better times.

uncle Luca is dying from liver faiure and other compiications,

He has only two months left to lve

He moved back to Japan from Meyico.

He had been working for 5 years alone in Mexico to support his kids and wife.



Things keep starting and ending,
But the love we have for each other wil never end.

Megumi

Megumi,

Remember the sea doesn't get wet in the roin.

Morlene took me to o musicol oand we dronk chompagre oll right.
Things are actuddly good these doys but | con't cope with that.
Every time life becomes o litte calmer, my mind stirs up o tsunomi.
Im ofraid of the inevitoble endiny,

! imogine Marlene running off to Buenos Aires with o youwnger mon.

Mama, | dont't Know who | am when Im rnot missing you,
Im adways missing Marlene too.
Even when she's right here by my side, | already miss her.

Im ftired of being deployed.

[ feel liKe Ive been sleepwodKing through odl this
Morlene just texted me to 05K whot | want for dinner!

Im gonna. buy some roses on the way home and give her o by .



She's adwoys so good ot thot; pulling me bacK into the moment.

Now.

JZfavy.

J eremy,

My friend Francesca used to lve near the woods

on weekends, she would invite me over and we would go on long walks together

| think. tt was a surutaﬂ morning i mid december

We had pancakes for breakfast and headed out with her dog

The lake was frozen, so we carefuly walked

As usual, she would walk ahead and do all the taking

| would Follow her right behind, listening and saying "yes, of course sweetheart'

After about twenty minutes, | made the wrong step and the layer of ice broke

| fell i freexing water, only my torso was floating above like a mermaid.



Francesca grabbed my hand and pulled me out of the water

| can't remember how we got back.

She filed the tub with. hot water and lent me her bikinL

We jumped together U the bath

l) remember the way she smiled at me from the other side of the tub

She wanted so much to pull me out of my shadows and lonelness

My heart almost melted, but my body was so stff and hard from the years
spent i the back of the car, being driven to places | didn't want to go
Having to live with my od man, who | never loved.

But . those moments spent with her, | experienced fotal freedom

As J she would love me no matter who Ive been. or were to become

- you meet anyone that makes you feel this way, love them well



Megwm

MMegunii,

This morning | spent 0bout AolF 0 hour moKing snow angels.

But there wos no snow and rno Moarlene.

My Fovourite feeling in this world is to woke up ond heor my wite and baby
Gi99ling together downstairs.

| hod a. dream thot looKed [iKe a badly made production of Avenue (.

Al the muppets were mocKing me and  singing about wiy problems.

Lod come to drop ot your diory. [#s your birthdoy soon.

[ miss you. | wish you could meet Lorroine.

Je eremy



J eremy,

Last night | dreamt of slaying dragons i the swimming pool

| rescued everyone from the pool and went out fo drink a cream soda i the sun

lve secretly wanted to save some parts of the world

ESPecLaIH the Ionel& hearts

Always be of good nature, | love you

MegumL



Ha,op/ Hollow een!

How are you? | miss you running up ofter me to soy hello.

Every now ond then | hear similoxr footsteps and just for o- moment I'm fooled.
[ love you, | miss you, be AMW

Love,

Leo

I JUST LISTENED TO THE SONG.
IT's VERY BEAVTIFUL.
PLEASE HANG IN THERE.
WMEN YOU SENT THE LAST LETTER I COULD JVUST PICTVURE
HOW DEPRESSED AND HOPELESS YOU WOULD GET IN HIGHSCHOOL AND IT'S REALLY
SAD.
I'M PRETTY LOST RIGHT NOW BUT THERE'S ALWAYS HOPE, RIGHT?
I MEAN, IT SEEMS TO WORK OUT FOR OTHER PEOPLE
SO WHY NOT vs..
I sniLL miss yov.
wiL
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